A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
country also in the lifetime after Charlemagne (850-900).
There had never been any trouble with the succession since
Hugh Capet had been crowned, not only because the male
descent was thus continuous, but because there had been long
reigns, and each King had survived long enough to see his
eldest son and heir crowned before he died. But now suddenly,
in 1328, this situation caine to an end.
The last of the long line of regular, uninterrupted succession
from father to son was Philip the IV (called Philippe le Bel—
that is, the Handsome), the grandson of St Louis. Philip IV
had a brother, to whom were given the title and lands of
Valois; Philip also had three sons and a daughter who concern
us. The three sons were Louis X, who died in 1316, leaving
no son, but a daughter who was married to the King of Navarre;
Philip V, the second son, who also left no heir; and Charles IV,
the third son, who died in 1328. Now, Charles IV, like his
two brothers, left no heir when he died, but his wife was with
child, and the child was due to be born about three months
after the father's death. The cousin of the dead man, Philip
of Valois (the son of the old King's brother), to whom the
title and revenues of Valois had been given, was—as being
nearest male relative—made Regent pending the birth of the
child.
Now, when that child should be born, if it were a son he
obviously would be the heir to the kingdom. But as a fact
when the child was born it was a girl.
By all the regular rules of succession the Queen of Navarre
would, on the death of Charles IV, have inherited the kingdom
of France, for she was the heiress of the elder of the three
brothers, none of whom had a male heir. But there were two
very strong feelings in the spirit of the time making against
such a settlement. One was the idea that France must have
a king, a man, at its head, and not a woman—a feeling that
was still very strong. Second, and more powerful, was the
attachment of the French people to the Capetian house and
name, which name, of course, could only descend to males.
The sister of the dead Kong and of his two brothers had been
tiiat Isabella of France who had so shamefully betrayed and
helped to murder her consort, Edward II of England. She
was the mother of Edward III, and the moment Charles IV was
ciead Edward at once put in his claim to the French throne,
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